
                     Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16 May, 2017

Between 7.55pm and 9.00pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Peter Tully– Chair, Cllrs Cheryl Wilson, Jenny Tinlin and Melissa Cowens

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Cllr Riddle, Andrew Robbins, Harry Scott, Sam Spowart.

1. Apologies for absence – There were no apologies. 

2. Declarations of interest – There were none declared.   

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle in addition to comments made in the Annual Meeting 
highlighted that the decision of the previous Council regarding public notices not being published in the 
Hexham Courant had been reversed immediately after the 4 May elections. 

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  There was concern that whilst it was good to see the 
traffic calming almost finished sometime had passed without NCC returning to complete the work including 
the signage and kerbing. It was agreed the Clerk would contact Neil Snowdon at NCC regarding the matter.   

b) item 5b: Millennium Green redevelopment: It was agreed a new date should be set for planting of the remaining 
shrubs in the Millennium Green. The Clerk highlighted a potential further area that had been identified to 
him (the small plot of land on the opposite side of the road to the public toilets) that some of the shrubs 
could be planted. There was a suggestion that local children from the school and / or Youth Club could be 
approached to possibly help with the planting.    

c) Item 5c: Ray Wind update: The Clerk provided an update from a meeting attended on 15 May. Progress is 
being made in the creation of the CIC. A further meeting has been scheduled with Community Foundation to
confirm the application process for this element of the Ray Wind funding. 

Cllr Tully provided an update from his attendance to the CAN Conference that featured discussion on rural 
community transport. 

d) item 5d: Additional Play Area equipment: It was reported that the new equipment had been installed and was 
proving very popular. It was highlighted that additional signage was required on the gates. Also it was 
identified that one of the entrances was sometimes difficult to access as vehicles park in front of the entrance 
and the steps required modification to make access easier. It was noted that damage was being caused by a 
small number of children. It is believed it is known who is causing the damage and the Cllrs agreed to 
consider how best to resolve the problem.

e) item 4a: Revitalising Redesdale – update: The Clerk provided an update on recent meetings attended. The final 
application to HLF will be submitted by 21 July and a response was expected by end November, 2017. The 
Clerk advised that a fund raiser paid for through Natural England would assist the Parish Council how to 
apply for funds on those projects where there is a deficit. It was confirmed that the project team would do all 
it can within the rules to provide a chance for local contractors to apply for the work assuming the overall bid
is successful.

f) item 5g: Litter bin outside the public toilets: The Clerk advised that the lock to the bin had been repaired by a 
local resident. It was therefore agreed by the Cllrs to purchase just a replacement metal bin liner.  

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for April, 2017: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed. 
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b) Annual Audit: The statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 2016-17 were agreed.
c) Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt: The invoice for £130.00 was agreed.
d) Payment of annual Parish insurance: The payment of £490.46 was agreed as part of the 3 year plan.
e) Payment of invoice for Otterburn Memorial Hall: Payment of £20.00 for hire in July and September 2016 was 
agreed.
f) Donation request from Otterburn Memorial Hall: There was discussion as to whether the Memorial Hall should 
seek funding from other sources as well as the Parish Council. It was agreed that there was an obligation of 
the Parish Council towards the hall and it was agreed to maintain the current level of funding at £500.00

Additionally the payment of £141.77 was agreed by the Cllrs for the annual subscription to NALC.

7. Planning 
a) 17NP0032: Construction of holiday lodge, Lodge 20, Otterburn Hall Estate, NE19 1HE: The Clerks Report was 
received and agreed.    

b) 17NP0011LBC: Retrospective – Listed Building Consent – Erection of 1.2 metre high wooden fence & gate surrounding 
perimeter of the property boundary and replacement roof ridges and roof light window: Otterburn Hall Farm, Otterburn Hall 
Estate, NE19 1HE: The Councillors agreed the application. 

c) 17NP0037: Construction of 2 no. holiday chalets (retrospective): Otterburn Hall, NE19 1HE: The Cllrs discussed and
agreed they had the same reservations as with recent applications on the estate in respect of water and sewage
infrastructure.

There was discussion on the update received from Andy Robson (NCC) regarding the latest position of the 
sewage problem at Otterburn Hall Estate. Cllr Wilson asked whether there was an overall plan of the 
development at the Estate. Andy Robbins advised he had been contacted by someone from the Lottery 
funding seeking information on the potential HLF funding at the Estate. 

8. New Business
a) Adopting the footpath that adjoins Children’s Play Area and Willow Green: The Cllrs gave a cautionary agreement to
the idea however would ideally like to have a wider path. It was agreed that the Cllrs would wish to view the 
path before making a final decision to determine the condition and likely maintenance work needed if it were 
to be adopted.  It was also highlighted that ideally a drop kerb should be installed at either end of the path. 
b) Damaged fence along footpath towards Mill: The Clerk advised it appeared there were four broken posts and the 
Cllrs agreed these needed to be replaced.      
c) Sewage problems at Otterburn Hall Estate: This topic was covered within the associated aspects of the Planning 
topics on the agenda. 
d) Northumberland Day: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.
e) Parish Council vacancies: It was agreed there needed to be some work to encourage more residents to become 
involved in the Parish Council and recruit a further two members to work at capacity.   

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Tully welcomed the new Councillors to the Parish Council.
b) Cllr Tully advised Newcastle University had offered a trial of an interactive information board for the 
Memorial Hall. There would be no cost to the Hall and all Councillors believed this would be a good idea.  
c) The Clerk advised he had been approached by a resident who would be willing to take on a ‘Handy man’ 
role for odd jobs around the parish requiring attention. It was agreed to consider jobs needed and discuss the 
matter at a future meeting.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 6 June, 2017 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 

Meeting closed 9.00pm
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